Sixteen designers transform a storied seaside home

T

he Bar Harbor Historical Society
is extremely happy to not only
be the beneficiary of the 2019 Bar
Harbor Designer Showhouse at La
Rochelle but to also be the proud
owners of this remarkable, seaside
Bar Harbor estate.
The historical society had
outgrown our space in the former
St. Edward’s Convent on Ledgelawn
Avenue and was considering
building a new museum in order
to accommodate our current and
future collection. When we realized
that it may be possible to purchase
La Rochelle from the Maine
Seacoast Mission, the board saw
an opportunity to not only display
historic artifacts but to also save
and important one. La Rochelle,
built in 1902 for the George Bowdoin
family, is one of the most recognized
examples of historic “cottages” in
Bar Harbor. Now this architectural
marvel will be the cornerstone of the
Historical Museum.
The museum will open at La
Rochelle in the summer of 2020,
coinciding with the 200th birthday of
the State of Maine.
In the interim, the Bar Harbor
Designer Showhouse is the perfect
fit for La Rochelle, providing an
opportunity for travelers and locals to
see this beautiful home, experience
the artistry of the interior designers
involved, and look forward to seeing
the Museum’s collection throughout
in the very near future.
On behalf of the entire board of

directors of the Bar Harbor Historical
Society, I would like to thank Swan
Hospitality Group and Maine Homes
by Down East magazine for their
sponsorship and the hard work
behind the scenes to pull this all
together. Thank you to all of the
designers who have generously
shared their talent.
Thank you to our board of
directors, many who have worked
tirelessly to make this dream
for Bar Harbor come true. Much
appreciation and thanks are due
for our volunteers. The Showhouse
will be open from July 13 through
October 20, which will take an army
of volunteers who are vital to the
success of the 2019 Bar Harbor
Designer Showhouse.
Last, but not least, thank YOU
for visiting the Showhouse and
for helping us raise funds for this
important project.
Dick Cough
Vice President
Bar Harbor Historical Society

W

elcome to La Rochelle, our third
Designer Showhouse in Bar
Harbor, Maine, raising funds for local
non-profits.
This year’s project is extra special
to me as in addition to being the
creative director and founder of the
Bar Harbor Showhouse brand, I am
also honored to be a member of the
board of directors of the Bar Harbor
Historical Society. BHHS purchased
this iconic landmark in the spring
of 2019 and the board is currently
raising funds to pay off the mortgage
as well as building an unrivaled
historical museum, opening in 2020.
We are so very fortunate to have
Maine Homes by Down East as our
media sponsor. The team at Down
East has been remarkable with the
support and creative talent they
have brought to the Showhouse
project. They have been a true
partner in every sense of the word
and are responsible for creating the
distinctive brand style associated
with our 2019 Showhouse.
None of this would be possible
without our talented, generous
team of Maine’s finest designers.
I am humbled and grateful for the
opportunity to work with these
amazing people and call them my
friends. You will see the best of Maine
design here at La Rochelle, and for
that we are all very proud. Candace
and Tyler Karu, Betsy Stires, Terri
and Gregg Scott, Augusto and Kay
Rosa, and Mike Rogers and Rob
Krieg have been on board since the
beginning and our first Bar Harbor

Designer Showhouse, Brightholme.
Brett Johnson, Annie Kiladjian, and
Larry Stoddard joined the team
for our second project, Vanderbilt
Carriage House. New this year, Loi
Thai, Leah Lippmann, and Anne
Reiter have joined our dynamic crew
for La Rochelle. It is a thrill to watch
them bring to life the first floor of this
spectacular structure, celebrating
the fine architectural detail and
raising money for a project that
will benefit the entire Bar Harbor
community for generations to come.
Designers were asked to create
rooms reflecting their personal style
with today’s design in mind, while
giving a subtle nod to the history
of Bar Harbor. They have more
than risen to the challenge and
accomplished this in extraordinary
and compelling ways.
Enjoy!
Kimberly Swan
Creative Director
Bar Harbor Designer Showhouse

Beatrix Farrand Garden
Robert Krieg & Mike Rogers
LARK Studio
Melissa Frost
Frost Farms

LARK Studio
Bar Harbor
La-rk.com
207-801-9634

Frost Farms
Bar Harbor
frostfarmsbarharbor@gmail.com
207-801-9072

LARK Studio and Frost Farms are honored to reimagine the sunken garden
originally designed by Beatrix Farrand. Historic photographs depict a formal
space filled with flowers, garden ornaments, and intimate walking paths. Taking
inspiration from Farrand’s style of sophisticated plantings and appropriate
scale, LARK and Frost have designed a garden featuring soft colors, focal
points, and a formal lawn panel. Screening creates a more intimate space, and a
water feature provides visual and acoustical interest. The garden is an inviting,
practical, and sensuous space suitable for small gatherings and photography.

Reception Room
Loi Thai
Tone on Tone

Washington, D.C. and Castine
toneontonedesign.com
202-262-5732

My design inspiration for the Reception Room comes from Mount Desert Island
itself. The verdant color palette and garden-inspired décor pay tribute to nature,
particularly the island’s lush woodlands and celebrated landscapes. It’s an
intimate room in which to welcome family and friends. And it’s a cool, calm, and
collected retreat from summer’s busy social season.

RESOURCES
Bergin Painting
berginpainting.com
207-266-7599

Fine Paints of Europe
finepaintsofeurope.com
800-332-1556

Raoul Textiles
raoultextiles.com
310-657-4931

Carpet Creations
carpetcreationsandflooring.com
301-881-3399

Made Goods
madegoods.com
626-333-1177

Stan Leach Builders
stanleachbuilders@gmail.com
207-469-8311

Cote Jardin Antiques
cotejardinantiques.com
202-333-3067

Peter Fasano
peterfasano.com
413-528-6872

Flower Room
Leah Lippmann
Knickerbocker Group

Portland and Boothbay
knickerbockergroup.com
207-633-3818

An elegant utility space, this room reflects its original style and function.
Beautiful bouquets brighten foggy mornings, while the romantic floral wallpaper
complements patterns in the mosaic tile and chandelier. The eccentric
accessories highlight the antiquity of the space — each detail in the Flower Room
evokes a sense of nostalgia and timelessness.
RESOURCES
The Feminine Touch
207-233-1165
Floret Fine Flowers for Special
Occasions
floretmaine.com
207-460-9162
Fogg Lighting
fogglighting.com
207-797-7568

Knickerbocker Group
knickerbockergroup.com
207-633-3818
Matthew Cunningham
Landscape Design
matthew-cunningham.com
617-905-2246
Old Port Specialty Tile Co.
oldporttile.com
207-775-2238
  

Thibaut
thibautdesign.com
800-223-0704

Powder Room
Annie Kiladjian
Annie K Designs
Larry Stoddard
Distinctive Tile and Design

Annie K Designs
Portland
anniekdesigns.com
207-807-1131

Distinctive Tile and Design
Portland
distinctivetileanddesign.com
207-772-4344

Powder rooms let you get very creative in a small space. On the floors and walls,
we incorporated Calacatta marble. Its warm white color — which features gray
and gold shades — feels traditional, while its geometric patterns give the room
a sleek, snazzy flair. We hung abstract paintings that incorporate the rich reds,
greens, and yellows seen in the adjacent library and used black wallpaper to
provide a dramatic backdrop that makes the art pop.
RESOURCES
Distinctive Tile and Design
distinctivetileanddesign.com
207-772-4344

House of Lights
houseoflights.com
800-644-0174

Ferguson
ferguson.com
207-773-4755

Thibaut
thibautdesign.com
800-223-0704

The Gallery at Somes Sound
galleryatsomessound.com
207-244-1165

Dining Room
Betsy Barmat Stires
Frog Hill Designs

Washington, D.C. and Bar Harbor
froghilldesigns.com
703-597-3385

I wanted to curate a fresh, modern take on the traditions of La Rochelle that
draws on the home’s spectacular setting and the room’s classical proportions.
I incorporated artifacts from the Bar Harbor Historical Society, including an
early-1900s table and sideboard and a pale-green seating group, that are original
to La Rochelle. My hope is that the room feels elegant — imbued with romance
and graciousness — and as comfortable for a quiet afternoon tea as it does for a
formal dinner.
RESOURCES
The Art of Antiquing
theartofantiquing.com
207-529-5300

Cowtan and Tout
cowtan.com
212-647-6900

Marcus Pluntke
mpluntke@yahoo.com
703-960-2146

Blackwell Botanicals
blackwellbotanicals.com
804-402-2609

The Gallery at Somes Sound
galleryatsomessound.com
207-244-1165

Quadrille Fabrics
quadrillefabrics.com
212-753-2995

Brunschwig & Fils
brunschwig.com
800-645-9068

Hartmann & Forbes
hartmannforbes.com
888-582-8780

Glassed-In Porch
Terri Scott and Gregg Scott, FAIA

Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
and Northeast Harbor
gscott@rlps.com, terri.scott12@gmail.com
717-808-9276, Gregg Scott
717-475-5259, Terri Scott

We want to create a casual, airy space — a perfect spot to relax and soak up
the stunning, wide-open views of Frenchman Bay in any weather. We added
sheer curtains and plants, such as palms, to soften the space, and high-backed,
coral-colored rattan chairs to add a casual feel and a pop of color.
RESOURCES
The Romantic Room
theromanticroom.com
207-276-4006

George B. Dorr Library
Augusto Rosa
and Kay Stevens-Rosa
A4 Architects

Bar Harbor
a4architects.com
207-288-0954

We wanted to recreate a traditional gentleman’s library, with a colorful, whimsical
twist. We incorporated a handsome desk, small bar, and artifacts from the historical
society, along with books highlighting the interests of George B. Dorr, Acadia’s
founding father. Using layers of saturated colors, textures, and patterns, we created
design elements that are as eclectic as the books and artifacts that would have
filled the room’s shelves a century ago. Live plants figured prominently in our design,
referencing the natural wonder that Dorr hoped to share with the world.
RESOURCES
Angela Adams
angelaadams.com
207-774-3523
Benjamin Moore Paints
benjaminmoore.com
855-724-6802
Circa Lighting
circalighting.com
877-762-2323

Modern Love Through
Tektura Wallcoverings
tektura.com
44-020-7536-3300
Timorous Beasties
timorousbeasties.com
44-020-7833-9867

Living Room
Brett Johnson
Maine Street Design

Portland
mainestreetdesign.com
207-541-9187

We wanted the décor to feel light and airy, so we went with an upbeat palette of
magentas and teals that play off the sparkling blue water that beckons from just
beyond La Rochelle’s walls. For a nautical touch, we incorporated artifacts from
the historical society, including a brass telescope, a painting of MV Bluenose
— which ferried passengers from Bar Harbor to Nova Scotia in the 1950s —
and an 1861 map of Maine’s coast. To create a gathering space for after-dinner
conversation, we added a cocktail bar and multiple conversation areas.
RESOURCES
Bisson Moving & Storage
movebisson.com
207-591-1000
Casco Bay Frames
cascobayframes.com
207-774-1260
Cottage Threads Slipcovers
cottagethreadsmaine.com
207-607-3473

Mainely Alice
207-590-0255
Mougalian Rugs
mougalianrugs.com
207-553-7700
The Perfect Stroke
207-423-9918

Trend Fabric and Vervain Fabric
fabricut.com
800-945-3838

Dog Room
Tyler Karu
Tyler Karu Design + Interiors
Candace Karu

Portland
tylerkaru.com
202-258-5239

We have transformed the butler’s pantry into a cozy retreat for pets — and
their people too. We’ve featured a gallery of dog paintings, including both
contemporary works by artists like William Wegman, Wendy Webber, and Jean
Pilk, and vintage pieces from the Bar Harbor Historical Society. An accent wall
showcases black-and-white dog-themed wallpaper, while color comes from a
bold rug and accessories. There’s a treat bar for dogs — and a cocktail bar for
their human companions!
RESOURCES
Bark Harbor
barkharbor.com
207-288-0404

Portland Architectural Salvage
portlandsalvage.com
207-780-0634

Casco Bay Frames & Gallery
cascobayframes.com
207-774-1260

Spoonflower
spoonflower.com
919-886-7885

Mougalian Rugs
mougalianrugs.com
207-553-7700

Wendy Webber Custom
Pet Portraits
wendywebber.com
207-450-4576

William Wegman
williamwegman.com

Foyer
Anne Reiter
Wallace Interiors

Trenton
wallaceinteriors.com
207-667-3371

This foyer is about transitions — from the gardens to the formal interior, and
from the grand era of the early 1900s to the more comfortable, modern world.
William Morris’s Strawberry Thief pattern on the walls, a valance, and a pair of
Eastlake chairs give a nod to the home’s epoch. The deep blues and greens warm
up the sweeping scale of the space. The loveseat and lounge chair at the room’s
center offer a cozy contemporary touch, with whimsical pillows in the stripes and
geometrics that are trending today.
RESOURCES
The Charles Stewart Company
charlesstewartcompany.com
828-322-9464

Robert Allen Duralee Group
duralee.com
800-387-2533

Cooper Classics
cooperclassics.com
800-262-3453

Sanderson/William Morris
stylelibrary.com
201-399-0500

Hekman/Woodmark, Inc.
hekman.com
616-748-2660

Surya
surya.com
877-275-7847

JAB/Studio 534
s5boston.com
617-345-9900
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