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Allen Fernald’s first visit to the Camden plot where he would 
build his home involved a brisk hike up the eastern face 
of Bald Mountain. Arriving at the heavily wooded site with 

his real estate broker, he clambered on top of a massive boulder 
patinaed with lichen and was transfixed by the view: great ribbons 
of emerald and sage-green forest giving way to the layered crests 
of Mount Battie and Mount Megunticook and spruce-spiked islands 
of Penobscot Bay. At the western edge of the property, Allen and his 
wife, Sally, would later discover, they could watch the summer sun 
sink between the rounded peaks of Bald and Ragged Mountains from 
a granite outcropping they dubbed “Martini Rock.” “I have loved this 
place,” Allen, the chairman, and former chief operating officer, of 
Down East Enterprise, said on a recent tour. “Every time I come by, I 
find it so hard to leave.”

The Fernalds moved to the midcoast after purchasing Down East 
magazine in 1977. They lived with their three children in a rambling, 
1900s-era former summerhouse in Rockport for a decade before 
searching for a more moderately sized, “less drafty” home, says 
Sally. Captivated by the raw beauty of the Bald Mountain property, 
they hired Camden architect Christian Fasoldt and Belfast-based 
Cold Mountain Builders to design and construct a building that 
sympathized with the land. Echoes of Frank Lloyd Wright are apparent 
in the exterior’s broad horizontal lines, which deemphasize its 
height, and deep roof overhangs that allow light to stream in during 
the chilly months, when the sun is lower, and provide shade in the 
summer. Fasoldt was also influenced by the staggered rectangular 
volumes seen in modern Japanese architecture, which help nestle 
the home into the sloping ledge.

Inside, sweeping mountain and water views in the expansive, second-
floor living area, newly renovated kitchen, and cozy sunroom are 
juxtaposed with intimate forest and garden scenes visible in the rear 
library and lower-level rooms. From every vantage point, you are 
hard-pressed to spot another house, thanks to Fasoldt’s thoughtful 
siting and the Fernalds’ 2005 gift of 86 acres at the summit of Bald 
Mountain to the Coastal Mountains Land Trust. Still, there’s plenty 
of activity: Allen has counted 30 species of birds on the property 
and identified a clearing, discernible through the kitchen windows, 
where deer like to sun themselves on winter mornings. “We’ve 
been so fortunate to live here with the wildlife, the beautiful views, 
beautiful gardens, and the solitude,” says Sally, hitting on a shortlist 
of qualities Down East readers have long prized.
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• Built in 1986

• Views in every direction: Penobscot Bay, Camden Hills, 
Hosmer Pond, and Ragged Mountain

• Well-landscaped, wooded lot

• Abuts conservation land

• 4,481 square feet

• Gourmet kitchen and butler pantry

• 9 rooms

• 4 bedrooms

• 3 full baths and 1 half bath

• Built-in closets

• Eat-in kitchen and full dining room

• Wood burning fireplace

• 2-car attached garage

• Paved driveway

• Metal roof

• On-site well

• On-site septic

• Baseboard heat, oil furnace

• Wood-frame construction

• Poured concrete foundation

Offered at $1,100,000
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